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IMPORTANT 

DAYS: 

    The Big Idea  

This term we will be investigating animals from around the world, focusing on predators. 

We will be looking at specific features of some predators such as claws, teeth, talons, 

wings, etc. and discovering why these features make some animals so power-

ful and deadly. We will investigate the habitats of predators and even visit a few during our trip to 

Exmoor Zoo. Throughout this theme we will be developing our art and technology skills to create 

art work and models based on real life predators as well as our own imaginary predators. This 

theme will encompass all areas of the curriculum and will provide children the opportunity to de-

velop their skills in a range of ways.  

Literacy 

We will be learning how to form different types of sentence, including compound sentences. Children’s learn-

ing will also include using a wider range of punctuation accurately to sequence sentences in a range of gen-

res. We will learn to distinguish between fiction and non-fiction texts and learn some of the features of these.   

Reading a variety of text types will continue to be a focus during the Spring term. To support our 

theme we had a visit from the author Tristan Walters, who has written and produced a series of books 

called Safari Readers.  

 

Maths 

Our focus will be on securing our number facts to 20 as well as recognition of numbers beyond 100. There 

will be lots of opportunity to order numbers including dates. Alongside this, children will continue to secure 

their counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and using numbers up to and beyond 100. Children will also have the oppor-

tunity to develop their measurement skills and understanding of money.  

 

  Global Learning  

This learning will continue to develop the children’s understanding of places outside our own local environ-

ment. Children will further develop their understanding of and ability to demonstrate a positive attitude to-

wards difference and diversity. Within our theme and our exploration of animal habitats we will learn about 

the impact and damage that humans are having on these environments and discuss ways of protecting 

them. 

 

Music  

Across the year, children will learn to sing and perform together, as well as begin to play simple instruments 

and recognise simple notation. This term the children will be learning to play simple rhythms on the djembe 

drums. 

PE  

Lessons will involve developing movements and actions using a range of body parts. Children will explore 

simple balance and roll techniques as part of gymnastic sessions as well as practicing multi-skills in outdoor 

sessions. There will also be an opportunity to participate in a football activity led by 

‘Goal Getters’.  

How could I help my child at home?  

 Share books, stories and rhymes 

regularly. Recording these in your 

child’s reading record.  

 Complete home learning with your 

child and practise spellings from the 

Year 1 list.  

 Practise counting regularly in 1s, 2s, 

5s and 10s.  

 Encourage your child to be inde-

pendent in organising their own be-

longings.  

Project Home Learning 

Due in week ending 6th March 2020 

Choose a favourite animal, alive or extinct, to share 

with the class. Create a speech to explain your enthu-

siasm for this animal and to inspire others to protect it. 

The speech could include picture prompts or props if 

necessary.   

The speaking and listening skills that we will be focusing on, will be: 

 To be able to explain our ideas in full sentences using an audible voice.  

 To be able to ask and answer questions. 

 To listen with sustained concentration.  

If you have any 

questions or would 

like to help in 

school, please see 

the class teacher in 

the first instance. 



YEAR 1 SPELLINGS 

As you may be aware, in Year 1 there are some spellings which children are expected to be able to spell by the end of the year.  

Throughout the year children learn spelling patterns as well as common words which do not follow these patterns, ‘tricky words’. Below is a list of 

common words which children will be expected to spell by the end of Year 1.  

Please focus on supporting your child to practise spellings that they do not know rather than trying to learn all at 

once. We will also be continuing to practise these in our phonics sessions. We hope that this strategy will sup-

port all children to make progress with their spelling.  

Here are some ideas that might help your children learn their spellings 

     Train Write 

 

 

 

 

 

    Rainbow Write                                                  Pyramid Write                                                 Picture Write 

          

 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 


