
 
17th March, 2020 

 
Coronavirus(COVID19) Parent Update: Plan if schools are closed 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
                      I hope you and your family are keeping well through these worrying times.  

Firstly, it is important to say that there is currently no advice to close schools and indeed this is a government 

decision which only they can take unless the Head Teacher and I assess there is insufficient staffing to support the 

school adequately. All schools in the partnership will remain open until they are informed otherwise by the relevant 

authorities or the Trust decides the school needs to close due to staffing levels.  

The Government has been considering plans to delay the spread of novel Coronavirus (COVID19) in the UK and have 

mentioned the possible future closure of schools as part of their risk assessment. Countries across the world have 

taken steps to close schools, as part of their response to support infection control. Whilst we await further advice 

from Public Health England and the Government, I would like to ensure that you are prepared for the closure of 

schools in the Tarka Learning Partnership rather than react on the spur of the moment.  

The Head Teachers and I generated an emergency plan for all schools when the Trust formed in 2018 and it is this 

plan with additional specific actions, which will be used to respond to the Coronavirus outbreak. Schools, however, 

in other countries and some UK universities are anticipating to be shut for some time, perhaps up to 3 to 4 months. 

Students in Y11 at the Park Community School and pupils in Y6 undertaking SAT’s tests in our primary schools will be 

rightly anxious about their future exams and tests. The schools will continue to monitor national advice from Ofqual 

and NAA on future exams/tests and will update you directly through the school’s communication systems (see 

school closure plan) 

If the school closes please refer to the school’s closure plan below. 

 If school closure takes place the school will write to you as soon as possible, but please monitor your 

email/messages as this could take place over night. Schools will regularly update messages through term 

time closure and a telephone helpline and email will be available for queries (term time: hours of opening: 

Mon to Friday 0900 to 1500) will be established to assist parents throughout the closure. 

 During the Easter holiday school staff will take their usual break, but the Trust will continue to monitor 

exam/test advice, school opening/closure information and general advice to parents. We will communicate 

with you through each school’s emergency team and the usual school communication systems.  

 Staff at each school, especially teaching staff will carry on working from home in term time as directed by 

their Head Teacher. They will work flexibly supporting their families. 

 Once the school closes it will shut to all provision including daily education, community lettings, breakfast 

and after school provision, school clubs, trips and residential visit etc. The site will be closed.  

 The security of each school site will be monitored by site staff, CCTV and the Trust’s central Estates team. 

 Each day of closure each student/child will be coded with ‘Y’ (enforced closure) so as not to impact 

negatively on their annual attendance. 

 The school will inform you of plans to re-open, exam/test plans, school trips and future events etc.  

I am not aware of any confirmed cases of COVID-19 infection at any Tarka Learning Partnership schools, however, 

testing is not taking place. 

I ask that parents assess the risks to elderly family member or friends when isolating children or themselves at home 

(guidance below) if they have some or all of the following symptoms: -  

 new persistent cough 

 difficulty in breathing 

 fever 

Head Teachers reserve the right to insist on home isolation if children display the above symptoms and will monitor   
the length of a child’s absence to ensure it meets the guidelines below.  

 



I would ask that each family, if you haven’t already, make a contingency plan to support your child should the school 
close. As members of the local community, I would ask that you give consideration to both supporting each other and 
those in your community where it is safe and sensible to do so.  

The Tarka Learning Partnership schools are committed to supporting our young people through this crisis and 
recognise the pressure this is placing on young people, parents and staff. I want to take this opportunity to thank 
parents for your support and I know you will continue to communicate with us. I will keep you updated with any 
further changes to our preparations or in response to advice.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Andy Cotton 

CEO 

Tarka Learning Partnership 
 
 
 

  



 

 

School Closure Plan 

Each school’s detailed closure plan contains information on how the school will monitor and support 

vulnerable families, the school site, provision for learning etc. The details below part of each school’s 

planned response.  

School helpline:  

Email: admin@newportprimary.devon.sch.uk for general enquiries 

Phoneline for urgent enquiries (Mon to Friday 0900 to 1500 term time) Number to be confirmed and 

distributed 

The School’s Emergency team will be comprised of: -  

 Annette Yates – Head Teacher 

 Gillian Courtenay – Deputy Head Teacher 

 Georgie Gratton – Assistant Head Teacher 

 Julia Camp – Office Manager 

 Paul Wait – Site Caretaker 

 Terry Simons – Trust Estates Team 

This team will work with the Trust to reopen the school at the earliest advised point. 

Provision for learning during school closure 

An online Learning Platform is being established. Individual codes for children are being sent out.  

https://web.seesaw.me/parents 

Teachers will regularly update and develop learning sessions and tasks.  

How we will update parents and pupils during school closure 

Updates and important information will be corresponded via email and put on the school website 

How we will update pupils who are due to take examinations/ tests in the summer term 

Email correspondence to parents/carers as appropriate and on the school website 

 

 

  

mailto:admin@newportprimary.devon.sch.uk
https://web.seesaw.me/parents


 

Stay at home advice - Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-
isolation-advice/ 

How long to stay at home if you have symptoms 

Anyone with symptoms should stay at home for at least 7 days. 

If you live with other people, they should stay at home for at least 14 days, to avoid spreading the 
infection outside the home. 

After 14 days, anyone you live with who does not have symptoms can return to their normal 
routine. 

But, if anyone in your home gets symptoms, they should stay at home for 7 days from the day their 
symptoms start. Even if it means they're at home for longer than 14 days. 

Information: 
  
If you live with someone who is 70 or over, has a long-term condition, is pregnant or has a 
weakened immune system, try to find somewhere else for them to stay for 14 days. 

If you have to stay at home together, try to keep away from each other as much as possible. 

If you still have symptoms after 7 days 

After 7 days, if you no longer have a high temperature you can return to your normal routine. 

If you still have a high temperature, stay at home until your temperature returns to normal. 

If you still have a cough after 7 days, but your temperature is normal, you do not need to continue 
staying at home. A cough can last for several weeks after the infection has gone. 

Urgent advice: Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service 
if:  

 you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home 

 your condition gets worse 

 your symptoms do not get better after 7 days 
 

Use the 111 coronavirus service  

Only call 111 if you cannot get help online. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/

