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                                                                                                          Monday 11th May, 2020. 

 
Further opening of schools following the speech by the Prime Minister on 10th May. 

            
Dear Parent, 
                      It has been a difficult time for the country as a whole over recent weeks since I last 
wrote to you. I know that some families across the Partnership have been directly affected by the 
COVID-19 outbreak and the thoughts of all the Head Teachers, staff and I have been with these 
families. Our thoughts have also been with the NHS and other key workers who have worked 
tirelessly to support our community through this pandemic.  
 
On a separate matter, I would like to express my sincere thanks to parents for your unswerving 
support in helping your child(ren) at home over recent weeks. There have be some very heart 
warming stories of the time indoors being used to such positive effect.  
 
Last night the Government set out the roadmap for coming out of the 'lockdown', including the 
anticipated future provision for schooling in England. The detail, as yet, is brief: - 
 
  Reception, year one and year six will return to school at the earliest on 1st June 2020  
  Pupils in year 10 may return to school prior to the summer break 

 
Head Teachers learnt about these decisions at the same time as you and currently have little 
government guidance to help them open their school safely. It is clear that from the few details given, 
it is going to be very challenging to manage a school with key worker children, vulnerable pupils and 
the above year groups whilst observing social distancing.  
 
Paramount to the decision to further open any Tarka Learning Partnership schools will be the 
safety of pupils and staff. The Head Teachers and I will work with future Department for Education 
guidance, examining it carefully before communicating with you about how this announcement affects 
you and your family and indeed advice, if we are able to offer, to parents of young people in the other 
year groups. I would urge parents not to contact the school at this stage as this will take some time to 
plan meticulously for the safe introduction of significantly more children.  
 
Many parents, throughout this global crisis, have expressed concerns about their child returning to 
school and I fully understand the dilemma this announcement will place parents in. Please be 
reassured that we will work with you and support you and your family in the coming weeks and 
months.  
 
Your child's Head Teacher will be in touch as soon as they can do so to inform you about the details 
about future provision at the school and hopefully answer your questions.  
 
Please take care and stay safe.  
 
Your sincerely,                             

 
Andy Cotton                             
CEO 
Tarka Learning Partnership 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


